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FOUR BUCKS
Tommy Albright
(Gene Kelly) and Jeff
Douglas (Van Johnson), two American
pals on a Scottish
hunting trip, get lost in
the woods and come
upon the magical village of Brigadoon.
Rising out of the Scottish mist only once
every 100 years, and
only for one day, Brigadoon is an enchanted
place where life is simpler and easier, untouched by the worries
of the modern world.
Baroque on Beaver
seems a reminiscent
scenario. Once A
Year...Beaver Island
Turns to a Magical
Place, full of music,
magic and mystery as
Baroque returns and
generates music
throughout Beaver
Island.
Read More Inside...

Brigadoon and Baroque...

Layla Hall, (center) joined other highly-skilled performers: Mark Ortwein, bassoonist(right), Andrea Yun, (left) Ann Arbor Cellist, Chris Screven(guitar, right), local artist, Joseph Radtke, trombone, and other brass baroque artists for an impromptu performance.
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Elizabeth Yun, daughter of
Andrea Yun, principal cellist
for the Ann Arbor Orchestra.
One of many Beaver Island
“Buskers” this 2021 Baroque
season

Great Lakes Energy Board of Directors Election Results: Incumbent Mark Carson wins
the seat over Beaver Island candidate, Nathan Altman. Carson: 600, Altman: 377
Three More Years to Hope for Beaver Island Representation.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
BIG RAPIDS, MI 49307
PERMIT NO 62

Northern-Islander.com

Island News - 2

SEPTEMBER 2021

September 2021

Page 3

Northern-Islander.com

Students Receive $363,200 in Scholarships from
Charlevoix County Community Foundation
Graduating seniors from Charlevoix County high schools will
receive a total of $363,200 in scholarship funds to help them
launch into college and post-secondary education and training programs. In 2021, 81 scholarships were awarded, with
more multi-year scholarships, providing financial assistance
for students beyond their first year of school. Scholarship
funds were established by local citizens and groups to honor
family members, community leaders, educators, and others
who value continuing education. Collaborative scholarship
awards are new to the Community Foundation this year. Collaborative awards have made it possible to provide more significant support for students in their pursuit of post-secondary
education and training by pooling available dollars from individual funds. For the student, this means multi-year support,
which is extremely helpful as they continue on past their first
year of college. The Community Foundation awards scholarships to outstanding local students with financial need entering skilled trades, community colleges, and 4-year colleges
and universities. The Charlevoix County Community Foundation is a charitable organization made up of various funds –
all of them established by local donors. Some funds are earmarked for specific causes, like scholarships, and others are
open-ended to meet changing needs. Funds are held in permanent endowment, so they can continue to grow and generate income to enhance the quality of life in Charlevoix County, now and for generations to come. For a complete list of
the 2021 scholarship recipients, visit www.c3f.org. Contact
the Charlevoix County Community Foundation at (231) 5362440, or online at www.c3f.org.
Editorials reflect the view of the editorial staff. Columns, reviews, op ed pieces and submissions reflect the view of the writer. Brief Letters to the
editor are welcome and must be signed, with a telephone number. (300 words) to the point and may be edited for length, content and grammar. Personal
attacks and inappropriate language will not be printed. Due to its monthly publication schedule, NorthernIslander/Beaver Beacon may contact/publish
those with opposing views and/or make contact to ascertain that facts presented are accurate. Articles and announcements are also welcome. Please
submit (typed or neatly printed articles) by the 15th of the month by mail or e–mail. They will be printed based on available space and timeliness. Please
include your name, address and phone on any correspondence so we may contact you with any questions. Public photos will be printed with permission
from the subject if possible. Public domain photos may be used at will. Advertisements appearing in NorthernIslander must adhere to established
guidelines. The staff reserves the right to reject advertising because of space restraints or community sensibilities. New or changed advertisements
must be received before the 15th of each month. Call for display ad rate sheet. Mini ads must be paid in advance. $39 for 3 months. NorthernIslander
will be happy to assist you in designing your advertisement. 231-350-8792
Address Changes to PO Box 295 Beaver Island, MI 49782
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If you’re coming to Beaver Island to enjoy the annual Bite of Beaver food festival, an ideal way to
give yourself permission to feast is to run a few miles first! Hey, you don’t even have to run. Walk,
crawl, somersault, dance — it’s a Boodle! The Boodle is back in full effect on Saturday, October 2
2021, at 930am, and begins and ends at the Beaver Island Community Center. Raffle prizes for
every participant, bagels and fruit post-race, and t-shirts for everyone who registers by September
10. If you register late, we’ll do our best to give you a shirt in your choice of size.
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Beaver Island This n That
by Marie LaFreniere

There were 81 units of blood collected at this
year’s Rita Gillespie Memorial Blood Drive.
Versiti Blood Center of Bay City was hoping
for a goal of 70. So, they were very happy to
receive 81. It’s bittersweet that Kellie Gillespie Sopczynski, Rita’s granddaughter is the
Manger of Donor Services at Versiti.
Three hundred and 20 chicken dinners were
served at the Homecoming Dinner.
As of this writing (8/19) the Beaver Island
Rural Health Center has reported 44 COVID
tests performed and two of those tests were
positive for August.
Mary Beth Greene (Anthony Greene’s daughter) and her husband, Dave Nelson have donated signage to Holy Cross Cemetery with
the names of 855 souls buried there. They
both put in many hours and energy into this
project. It also tells you where they are buried, their parents, or spouse, etc. The sign can
be changed yearly to add more names. The
list of names will eventually be added to a
website for all to see. Hats off to them!!
The Holy Cross Basket of Joy normally raffled on Homecoming Sunday will be raffled
at the Bite of Beaver this year, which is October 2nd. In addition to spirits, also included
are a one week stay at The Convent, 6 Island
Airways tickets, Gift Certificates and other
swag! Tickets are 1/$10, 6/$50 or 12/$100. If
you would like to purchase tickets but you’re
not on the Island, please contact Deborah
LaFreniere Robert on FB Messenger or at
debrob2@yahoo.com. If you are on the Island, see Kevin McDonough, Chris Heikka or
Bev O’Donnell Cantwell.
I started the Beaver Island This and That page
on Facebook over 10 years ago. It was done
all in fun similar to 100 years ago in the old
Beaver Beacon. When my husband, Jerry
died Richie Gillespie started calling me the
Widow LaFreniere. Things have changed
over the last few years with more and more
people posting and asking questions. I just hit
3,000 members a week ago. Here is a post
from a couple days ago…” The Widow
LaFreniere is traveling to Charlevoix and Petoskey for doctoring this morning. She will be
accompanied by Ms. Carol Gatliff Gillespie.
The Spinster, Loie Connaghan will be joining
them tomorrow also for doctoring. Carry on
and behave yourselves!” It was well received
and I’m hoping to bring more of this back!
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The Affects of Climate Change
Beaver Island
A College Thesis By ~Colin Nackerman
-edited version
Beaver Island is still vulnerable to the present and
coming impacts of climate change, especially
those posed by extreme weather and changing precipitation patterns. While some researchers have
suggested Michigan will be the “safest” state to
move to in a climate future, being on an island will
undoubtedly pose unique risks. Islanders must
build resilience against the coming changes to help
protect their health, wealth, and way of life.
In the Midwest broadly, average annual
temperatures increased by 1.26°F from 19862016. The rate of change is significant – between
1980-2010 the average temperature increased
three times as quickly as it did between 19002010. Changes in seasonal averages mean the
Midwest had a lower average increase than other
US regions, while higher than only two. Northern
Michigan has warmed much more substantially
than the rest of the Midwest. The average annual
temperature in mainland Northern Michigan has
increased roughly 2.3°F between 1951-2017
(compared to 1951-1980 base period) This stark
warming includes Beaver Island in the second
highest warming trend rank (2°F+), similar only to
some warming in parts of the Southwest and
Northeast. While Beaver Island doesn’t have localized historical data, it’s clear that it has experienced unique temperature changes due to its northern latitude and geophysical location.
Changes in average annual precipitation
have been drastic. While Fall precipitation likely
increased, winter totals fell by 42%. Lack of localized data doesn’t show clear trends on Beaver Island. In the Midwest broadly, average annual precipitation has increased 5-10% since 1950, and
rainfall on the wettest days of the year has increased roughly 35% At the same time, as experienced across much of the country, precipitation is
increasingly falling as rain rather than snow
Heavy downpour events are the most prominent
impact, disrupting agriculture, transportation, ecosystems, and livelihoods. Less than 100 miles
away, Grand Rapids, MI experienced a 54% increase in the number of heavy downpours, – the
41st highest city-wide increase in the US. While
not conclusive, it’s clear that heavy precipitation
events are increasingly common. 2019 was Michigan’s wettest year on record.
Shifting trends in extreme events have also affected Michigan. In 2011, 11 of the 14 U.S. weatherrelated disasters with damages of more than $1
billion affected the Midwest. Due to changes in
precipitation and temperature, flooding and
drought are likely the most significant. The combination of these changes is eroding soil and impacting the prevalence of invasive species and pests.
Droughts are harming forests and trees. In 2016,

Mary Beth Greene (Anthony Greene’s daughter)
and her husband, Dave Nelson have donated signage to Holy Cross Cemetery with the names of
855 souls buried there. They both put in many
hours and energy into this project. It also tells you
where they are buried, their parents, or spouse,
etc. The sign can be changed yearly to add more
names. The list of names will eventually be added
to a website for all to see. Hats off to them!!

September 2021

at least two major flash flooding events washed
out roads, harming residents. In 2018, a few dozen
miles north of Beaver Island, 7 inches of rain fell
and caused excessive flood damage. In 2020, record rainfall and flooding solidified this trend by
displacing tens of thousands of residents. These 25
and 50-year storms are increasingly common, and
have significant impacts on agricultural, water
quality, and general safety of residents. More severe storms are battering the coastlines. A coastal
scientist conveyed, "The... warmer atmosphere
means more intense storms... means large waves...
means more damage to structures along the shore"
Surrounded by fierce Lake Michigan and ancient
shipwrecks, lake-level rise and coastal flooding
are important topics that researchers are still investigating. Data indicates that water levels have generally remained in a consistent range for the last
century. Water levels are impacted by rain, runoff, and evaporation, all of which can vary. While
a clear climate signal isn’t well understood, it does
appear that volatility is higher. In 2019 and 2020,
water levels rose extremely quickly and eroded
coastlines rapidly. Higher water temperatures have
reduced ice coverage. Between 2003-2013, ice
coverage had decreased nearly 10% compared to if
society were to continue emitting carbon at the
current rate. Continued on next page...

NorthernIslander & Beaver Beacon News
is edited and published monthly by
Cynthia Hector-Johnson at Beaver Island,
Michigan 49782.
Printed by the Pioneer Group, Big Rapids
MI 49301
Contributors
Dawn George
Ken DeLaat
Leonor Jacobs
Deb Robert
Colin Nackerman
Jacqueline LaFreniere
The “Widow LaFreniere”
Rachel Leightner
Lonnie Allen Frank D’Andraia

Northern-Islander.com

Climate Change continued
RCP2.6 is the lowest scenario that would actually
likely require removal of carbon from the atmosphere, and would only lead to ~1.8°C of warming
by 2100. While contested, many researchers still
believe we’re headed toward at least 3°C of warming by 2100 unless drastic action is taken in the
next decade..
Modeling is confident that under any emissions
scenario significant warming will continue to occur across the United States. This is especially
case in Northern Michigan, where warming is projected to increase far above the global average by
2100 under high emissions scenarios. These temperature changes to both land and water will have
tremendous impacts on forests, ecosystems, agriculture, and all aspects of life. Most significant
may be the increased growing season, or the number of days without frost. These are projected to
increase by several weeks under a high emissions
scenario, which would have significant impacts to
ecosystems and agriculture. Some are actually optimistic that this longer growing season will be
helpful for agriculture. In the Midwest broadly,
temperature increases will still likely be wellabove the global average, reaching 4.21°F by midcentury
In the Midwest broadly, changes to winter and
cold days will also be potentially significant.
Swings in temperature extremes will continue to
increase, and nights will likely warm faster than
days. Figures show the potential increase in coldest days, having significant impacts on lake ice
and the spread of invasive species and pests. In a
higher emissions scenario, Michigan is projected
to see a five-fold increase in heat wave days by
2050. By 2050, “the severity of widespread summer drought is projected to triple in Michigan”
Other reports show how the climate of Michigan
will change compared to current climates of states.
In a high emission scenario, Michigan temperatures could reflect those of northern Texas today.
Projected changes to precipitation patterns have
less clarity in models, but generally it’s expected
that precipitation averages will increase along with
the rest of the US. As already experienced, it’s
expected that this will likely be in the form of
heavier downpour events, and less snow and more
rain. Some models project “average winter and
spring precipitation by late this century (20712099) to increase 10% to 20% relative to 19712000, while changes in summer and fall are not
expected to be larger than natural variations” Reports show the significant changes to heavy precipitation days by mid-century, which will have
significant implications for flooding, farming, and
water quality. Increased frequency and intensity of
extreme events like droughts, floods, and severe
storms are likely to have significant impacts on
Beaver Island. Heat waves and droughts have potential to strain local resources and reduce agricultural production, and flooding to stress infrastructure. Severe climate-fueled storms will stress aging infrastructure, and most importantly the local
ecosystems will be impacted. Projected changes
to flooding by 2050, in which Michigan is among
the highest states. Given the many inland lakes on
Beaver Island, flooding will pose serious threats to
residents and ecosystems. Several impacts to water
quality will have implications for community
members. Surface temperatures in the Great Lakes
are projected to increase by 7°F by 2050 and 12°F
by 2100, under high emission scenarios. These
temperature changes, combined with increased
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water runoff and longer growing seasons, will
likely cause more frequent eutrophication and algal blooms. These algal blooms impact water
quality dramatically, often leading to fish die-offs,
poisons, or flesh-eating bacteria called Vibrio that
can harm human swimmers. Fortunately, air quality is not currently a large concern on Beaver Island. However, with higher temperatures their will
be higher ozone and pollution levels – unless abated. These may impact the health of ecosystems or
potentially reach the island.
Some of the most significant impacts from climate
change will likely be due to the niche ecosystems
that exist on Beaver Island. The island is home to
incredible biodiversity and forest communities that
have adapted to a stable climate. Forests will
struggle to quickly adapt and are highly reliant on
sensitive species. For example, with lessening
snowpack, root systems may die in winter and disrupt overall nutrient and water cycling (Swanston
et al., 2016). Invasive species also have further
potential to survive through winter and take advantage of drought-stressed trees. These are already becoming an issue, especially the hemlock
woolly adelgid and other coniferous species that
are sensitive to temperature and precipitation
changes. While agriculture is no longer a large
occupation on Beaver Island, changes to food systems in response to climate change may necessitate an increased reliance. Fortunately, a longer
growing season may help some crops. However,
changes in precipitation and extreme weather may
negate any benefits that are gained. This is especially the case in extremely wet or dry years,
which are likely to follow. For example, in late
May 2019, only 33% of corn was planted
statewide in Michigan, compared to the 73% fiveyear average for that time period.
Health
impacts from a changing climate are still a concern for Island residents, though perhaps less so
compared to the mainland. Air pollution will not
likely continue to be a significant issue unless the
population continues to grow without renewable
energy. However, heat waves and severe weather
pose great risks. The NCA reported that
“compared to other regions…the Midwest is projected to have the largest increase in extreme temperature-related premature deaths under the higher
scenario (RCP8.5): by 2090, 2,000 additional
premature deaths per year, compared to the base
period of 1989–2000, are projected due to heat
alone without adaptation efforts.” Given the Island’s limited healthcare system and the aging
population, heat stress poses a significant risk.
Another prominent threat is that of vectorborne diseases. The prevalence of ticks, Lyme
Disease, and Malaria has been on the rise across
the US, and Beaver Island is experiencing a rise in
tick populations. Ticks and mosquitos are able to
survive through the shorter winters, and are able to
reproduce faster with warmer temperatures. Several additional weeks of frost-free weather may lead
to debilitating levels of pests. Beaver Island is almost entirely reliant on summer tourism and the
service industries present, such as grocery, restaurants, bars, and retail. While longer summers may
increase the prospect of summer tourism, there are
likely indirect impacts that could limit economic
growth from tourism. Many tourists travel from
the surrounding states, and these mainland states
will face significant threats from climate change
that Beaver Island may not.
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Needing to travel safely on the ferry or plane to
reach the Island may be more difficult financially or due to more erratic weather. Given the increasing risks from climate change, vacation
homeowners may not choose to purchase or protect property.
~Colin Nackerman is
a descendant of the Rod Nackerman family and
other generations of families on Beaver Island.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Slow-No Wake Zone Font & Fox Lakes
Hearings will be held by both Peaine and St.
James Townships
September 9 2021 Peaine Township Hall
2:00 pm
September 8th, 2021 St James Township
Hall
5:30 pm
To obtain public comment and suggestions
regarding possible designations for these
lakes as a State of Michigan Slow-No Wake
Zone.
Copies of Public Act no. 451 regarding these
rules are available at both township halls
and the district library or available by appointment with township clerks.

Here You Are, In the Middle of the Paper
From the Editor~Cynthia Johnson

It’s true, it is the middle of the paper. Yet, the end
for the editor. All the pages are filled but for this one
empty spot. Ready?
Summer events on the island swarm over your senses. Music, Swimming, Warmth, sunsets and starry
nights. Live Music all over the island, buskers and
bands, music festival, baroque, music on the porch, in
the yards, echoing across the lakes and shores of the
island.
Don’t miss, in this issue, an article written for the
“How I Got to Beaver Island” series. From a resident’s Dad, including a Leon Russell song reference.
My heart. And a well-crafted story.
From a regular contributor, Dawn George, local singer/poet, an update in the Life of Beans takes us on
the journeys Beans makes while we are not listening
to his feet on the box, in other lands.
From Colin Nackerman, a serious look at how climate change may affect the island in the next several
decades. And a peek into the life of a Beaver Island
descendant.
I’m always fascinated with the stories I am lucky to
receive. From subscribers, the older generation and
the new. This year has brought funny scenarios and
views from visitors and new residents. Our new best
friends, it occurs to me.
That is the spirit of Beaver Island, no matter the pandemic leftovers and the state of the mainland world
that touches this isolated island. We do have a welcoming spirit, a little on the tough, defensive side
because we love this island and people and sense of
belonging while a part of us is scared to love it too
much for fear...maybe losing.
It’s been a hard year for Beaver Island. We have lost
the young and old, the wise and brave, the singers and
dancers and lovers and husbands and wives.
We lost old friends and new while witnessing great
changes in our small, large world. Lands Sake,
there’s a whole new row of post office boxes now.
A lucky little tourist town in the middle of a Great
Lake. Somehow, attracting international travelers.
Read the story about an international traveler assigned to Beaver Island for Pure Michigan. It’s not
the first time the Island has been touted as a travel
destination; it is the first time a writer has come specifically to see the dark skies and the stars. That’s
magic to my mind and music to my ears, how about
you? Space filled, I hope you turn back the pages and
enjoy this month’s NorthernIslander.
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Letters, Comments: The Great Lakes Connect Us
The Great Lakes are a national treasure and represent the
largest freshwater system on earth. Lakes Michigan and
Huron are important to the Michigan economy, providing fishing, recreation, and tourism jobs. The Straits of
Mackinac are a crucial waterway for commercial shipping. An oil spill in the Straits of Mackinac is an unthinkable yet impending disaster due to the 68-year-old,
structurally unsound Enbridge Line 5 pipelines.
Enbridge, a Canadian energy company, claims the pipeline is safe but the pipeline has leaked 33 times discharging over a million gallons of oil. The estimated
cost of an oil spill within the Straits to Michigan taxpayers is 6 billion dollars and does not include the estimated
45 billion dollars of shipping lost if the Straits are closed
during an oil spill cleanup. Due to the water currents
through the Straits only about 30% of the oil spilled
could be recovered, leaving devastation along the shorelines, crippling communities like Mackinac and Beaver
Island. Enbridge is not liable for cleanup expenses. Unlike our families, Enbridge families will not be affected
by an oil spill because the company is headquartered in
Alberta, Canada. They walk away.
The Line 5 tunnel project was proposed to diminish the
risk of pipeline rupture by enclosing the pipelines in a
concrete tunnel drilled in the bedrock beneath the lake.
Enbridge now places the tunnel cost between $1 – 2 billion dollars with a 7 – 10-year timeline due to permitting
and 3 – 4 year construction time. The Snyder administration agreed that Enbridge could continue pumping
during the tunnel project development, an estimated $1 –
1.5 million dollars in revenue daily to Enbridge. Building a tunnel is dangerous, infringes on tribal treaties, and
is environmentally unsound, creating fewer than 150
temporary Michigan jobs for 3 years.
We live here. The health and prosperity of our communities is linked to the wellbeing of the lakes. We are responsible for Lakes Michigan and Huron and ask
Enbridge to respect our right and obligation as Michiganders to protect the public trust and shut down the
Line 5 pipelines. We risk too much to allow a foreign
company to transport foreign oil through the Straits.

Speaking of Preserves and
Land Management

Posted by Deb Robert
Port of Saint James Board News
“Port of St James is creating a park setting near the
lake. We (Jim Wojan) have removed five truckloads
of poison ivy and lifted some of the trees for viewing.
Grass has been planted. A picnic table, 2 Adirondack
chairs and if I get my way, a hammock will be added
to that space. The widening of the road is for parking
on Font Lake Road.
John Robert cleared the part to the left and Jim
Wojan and his crew did the part to the right of the
boat access. John planted grass seed and has it roped
off to try to get people to stay off it until the grass
grows. PSJA is doing a lot of improvements.
If
anyone else would like to get involved and volunteer
there is not a shortage of things that need to be done. I
love the idea of a sitting area & picnic table… My
boys love to hammock so I always love a spot for
those. But if you hang one hammock, you invite everyone to hang theirs. Unfortunately, it would have to
be made clear that people cannot screw things into the
trees or you will kill them.” Enjoy the new Space!
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New Nature Preserve in St. James Township
Ready to Welcome Visitors
A 13-acre site, hailed as a unique and tranquil
slice of Beaver Island that hosts a diversity of
natural habitats, including 200 feet of Lake
Michigan shoreline, wetlands, and mixed forest,
has officially opened to the public as a nature
preserve. The new preserve is accessible from
Michigan Avenue, by turning onto Gull Harbor
Drive.
The Stanhope Family Preserve is overseen by
the Little Traverse Conservancy, a Harbor
Springs based non-profit conservation organization.
The nonprofit says the land was spot on with its
mission and interest in preserving significant
land and scenic areas, fostering appreciation and
understanding of the environment, offering outdoor education opportunities and protecting
northern Michigan’s natural features.
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OPEN: 8:00 AM TIL 2 PM
Delicious Breakfasts and Lunches!
Call for Pickup!

Now serving BEER & WINE!!
MIMOSAS*****BLOODY MARYS
Keep Wildlife Wild – Do Not Feed Wild
Animals by Rachel Leightner, DNR
The natural setting of Beaver Island provides
habitat for numerous wildlife species while
offering a wonderland of recreation for nature
lovers. Whether you’re enjoying a scenic hike
or a campfire in your backyard, keep in mind
that the choices you make have a direct effect
on the wild animals that live here. By following these simple actions, you can help protect
these animals and help keep wildlife wild:
Do not encourage wildlife by feeding or leaving food for them. 8Do not approach, pickup, or touch wildlife. * Prevent bird seed
from accumulating on the ground under feeders. * Keep garbage in locked containers or in
enclosed spaces. * Keep pet food and water
containers indoors, especially at night.
Enjoy viewing wildlife at a distance. Respect
their space and remember they are wild
animals that should stay wild.
Learning how to forage for natural foods
is a crucial skill for wildlife health and survival. Especially during the summer months
when young wildlife is dispersing and learning how to be self-sufficient. Wildlife that
relies on human-provided food sources can
lose their natural fear of humans, are more
susceptible to disease transmission, and can
become a nuisance by continuously returning
for food.
Animals that approach humans and seek out
human-provided food sources may seem
friendly and tame, but it is important to remember that wildlife can act unpredictably. It
is in the best interest for humans and wildlife
to not come in contact. If you encounter a
wild animal, do not intentionally feed or approach them. If you observe a wild animal
acting aggressively towards people, please
contact 911.
If you have a chance to see a new generation
of wildlife, remember to enjoy it from a distance and leave these babies alone. It is

common to find fawns, rabbits, and
fledging songbirds alone in backyards or neighborhoods this time
of year. If you find a young animal,
rest assured they are not abandoned, but rather simply have been
hidden by their mother until she
returns. For many wildlife species,
hiding the young is the best survival strategy. By leaving the young
wildlife alone and not drawing attention to where the babies are, the
mother is helping them stay safe
from predators. She will return to
care for her babies when she feels
safe to do so.
If you find an animal in the wild,
leave it be. Only licensed wildlife
rehabilitators may possess abandoned or injured wildlife. Unless a
person is licensed, it is illegal to
possess a live wild animal in Michigan.
To learn more about why feeding
and holding captive wildlife is bad
for the animal, the people holding
it, and potentially the larger populations of both humans and wildlife, please listen to the Wildtalk
Podcast: Plan A: Leave wildlife B,
available at Michigan.gov/
DNRWildtalk.

Sharon I. Hurkmans, age 71, of Iron
River, MI, passed away on Tuesday,
August 3, 2021, at Aspirus Iron River
Hospital.
She was born on August 9, 1949, in
Wabeno, WI, the daughter of the late
Henry and Evelyn (Williams)
Shawano. Sharon married Michael
Hurkmans on August 19, 1995, in
Rhinelander, WI. The couple celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary in
2020. She was employed in housekeeping in the hotel business. Sharon enjoyed knitting, crocheting, sewing, camping,
fishing, going on ATV rides, and singing. She ran Mike’s Island
Karaoke with her husband for 15 years.
Sharon is survived by her husband, Michael Hurkmans of Iron
River, MI; daughter, Audra (David) Kruger of Shawano, WI;
eight grandchildren; four great grandchildren; nieces, nephews,
extended family, and friends. She was also preceded in death by
her son, Brandon Synol and her sisters, Sandra White and Delphine Wewasson.
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Baroque & Brigadoon

It happens every year, Baroque comes to
Beaver. It’s a wonderful week filled with concerts and events and no music lover is left behind.
The Stars come out and mingle after their
world class performances, joining visitors
and residents on this musical journey through
time.
At right, Peter Ferry, percussionist spoke
about flowerpot concerts, a community percussion event he orchestrates with the public
and private universities and organizations. It
Rare Gathering of Radio Personalities from is rumored he also tried out a bundt pan and
other kitchen equipment to illustrate his pasWVBI 100.1
sion for percussion.
Left and clockwise, Cindy Ricksgers, Shaun
Maestro Robert Nordling also offered his
Coughlan, Dan Falcone, Cynthia Jaye, Beth
Beltaire, Mark Beltaire, Dennis Winslow, Greg time to speak at the Mormon Printshop MuseDoig, Kevin Boyle, Dean Shuey. Falcone hosts um as well as to Beaver Island Community
the Too Good Radio Show. Cindy Ricksgers, Schools offering concerts each year.
The Magical power of Baroque drifts across
Beaver Island Reflections. Dennis Winslow,
the island as a score of musicians practice at
executive DJ and programming. Greg Doig,
Tech Tip and other programming. Kevin Boyle, the Brothers Place and other areas of the island. Brass on the Grass has become a tradiThe Boss, programmer and Voice of Beaver
tional outdoor concert at Whiskey Point
Island. Missing you, Sheri Timsak, Jackson
Lighthouse.
Smith and Steve Girbach.
Mary Stewart Scholl:
50 years of Fun and Art on BI.
Mary is a bonafide character~ great of
heart and
filled with
imagination.
She has
played so
many roles
in one lifetime it’s truly hard to
believe.
Mary’s journey has
been a long
one, and
includes time in Washington, DC; Chicago and
Onekama, MI- we will share only the chapter:
“How Mary got to Beaver Island “ for her 50th
Toy Store anniversary. Anyone who has come
to Beaver Island over the years plans a visit to
the Beaver Island Toy Museum ~ an up north
destination for kids and adults alike. Mary has
met and watched hundreds grow up and go on to
bring their children, and become grandparents,;
folks who upon walking in the door become kids
all over again. She and her magical store were
sorely missed in 2020 when she remained closed
during her summer season.
So how did Mary get to Beaver Island?
Strangely enough, Ernie Martin, as a 5-year old
told Mary’s mother, Annis Warsh, about Beaver
Island. Warsh was so impressed and curious she
soon after decided to take a little trip—and
though it’s a long way to Beaver Island, she got
there and ended up sleeping for the night at Bill
Wagner’s Campground, right where the road
ends on the Beach. She knew Mary would love
it too. On her return, she immediately drove to
Mary’s store in Chicago and told her “You have
to go there before you ‘Kick the Bucket’. Destiny had put in the call.

Mary decided to see for herself, 7 years later,
when Larry Scholl and Mary got married and
came to Beaver Island to honeymoon. They
stayed at the King Strang hotel in Room 22, the
same one her grandmother had stayed in back in
1911. On the boat trip back, Mary decided to
move to Beaver Island, because she couldn’t
imagine living anywhere else.
At that time Mary had a store in Chicago
called “Homemade Goods”: toys for kids, a
consignment exchange, a rubber stamp company, an imported yarn company, a paper gallery,
and ephemera! And all the things Mary created.
She soon contacted Jewell to return in 2 weeks
and consequently bought 40 acres at Barney’s
Lake.
The preparations commenced! She planned to
leave by the July 4,1979. Twelve boxes a day,
trailering antique cars and toys, packing a 22ft
moving van, the Big Move was underway.
Mary sold her valuable earring collection and
rented the entire South Shore boat for 160$—
My how times change.
Everything you see at the Toy Museum basically came from the Chicago store. After construction of the building as it now stands, the
Toy Store Museum opened July 4th, 1980. The
Chicago store had opened a decade earlier on 74-1970. covid 19 2020 delayed the 50th celebration. Mary celebrated the anniversary this
year, Mary said, “ Along the line, people came
and went, kids grew up and now bring their kids
and grandkids.” Mary brought her magic to
Beaver Island and shares it generously with everyone who walks through the door. It’s a place
unique in the world where kids have fun and stir
their imagination. Adults? They take one look
around and be kids all over again. The Toy Museum is open through Labor day 11am to 4pm,
and by appointment. Be sure to stop by next
year when Mary opens for the 2022 season- her
52nd year of giving joy to the world with toys
and art. ~By Dawn George

This year, Shamrock bartender and professional
drummer, Layla Hall joined other highly-skilled
performers: Mark Ortwein, bassoonist, Andrea
Yun, Ann Arbor Cellist, Chris Screven, local artist, and other brass baroque artists for an impromptu performance. Rumor has it, more of
these collaborations with baroque musicians and
local artists are planned for next year.

Kevin Richard Verduyn, wonderful son, brother,
brother-in-law, uncle, and friend to many, died
peacefully July 31, 2021 (age 62), at his home in
Carlsbad, California after a 2-year battle with cancer.
He was born September 16, 1958, to Ellen
(Nackerman) and Richard Verduyn in Detroit, MI,
graduated from Mott High School and Center for
Creative Studies with a Bachelor’s in Industrial
Design. After spending some time overseas in
Germany at Opel/GM as an automotive designer,
he later settled in California to pursue a career as a
very accomplished Design Chief for Chrysler
Pacifica. He had a private pilot’s license and enjoyed flying. He had many hobbies after retirement which included woodworking, pickleball,
and spending time with his beloved dog Cooper.
Kevin is preceded in death by his older sister, Susan (Verduyn) Waskul, nephew Christopher
Waskul, and his canine companion Cooper.
He is survived by his parents, Ellen and Richard
Verduyn, brothers David (Melissa) Verduyn, Luke
Verduyn, Bruce (Emma) Verduyn, brother-in-law
Dan Waskul and many nieces and nephews. While Kevin will be dearly missed by all
who knew him, he was more than prepared and
passed peacefully. Kevin will be buried on Beaver
Island along with other loving family members
that have preceded him in death. Memorial Service will be held at a later date. The family asks
that contributions be made to Canine Companions
in lieu of flowers. (https://canine.org/donate/)
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Michael Beans:
Campsite Cowboy, Gypsy Musician,
Humanitarian.
Timeline~ July 2021,

11

Everyone is out there working, but when the working hustle gets in the way of spiritual development
that’s where music comes in because people need a
break, to dance, have fun and not think. From very
There was a heavy rainfall the morning Beans and early on, watching his parents and relatives play in a
I met to work on an article that began with an inter- family “jug band”, wanting to play music was very
view we had the Fourth of July weekend. We could- important Beans, because “whatever we have been
n’t meet at Mary Scholl’s garden in the rain, so we designed to come here and do, music just makes it
better.“
talked at my kitchen table. No matter how long its
Michael, who in his leisure time canoes and fishbeen, Michael
es, an avid trout fisherman- and outdoorsman. He
Gardner- better
travels to the U.P. as well as being a diver, treasure
known as Beans,
hunter, and boat owner. In winter he lives aboard
is always good for
his boat, playing the Leverick Bay Resort in the
a song, a story
British Virgin Islands.
and a good time
Back in 1972 Rocky DeVogel, his cousin brought
had by all! This
him
to the Island and when he walked into the
year Beans reBeachcomber
he heard Ed Palmer, playing the piano
turned during the
and
harmonica
simultaneously!, he wanted IN.
4th of July holiHe
was
extremely
inspired by Ed Palmer and the
day even blowing
Danny’s.
his Conch atop the Beanmobile in the parade.
He remembers everyone from way back when in Between Ed and the Danny’s they kept the old
songs alive. When he was living out camping with
the 70’s, and the music of the sixties - when we
a backpack and guitar he decided it was the life he
thought we could save the world with music! He
wanted. People said you can’t do that. Beans said,
always has something new you’ve never heard before as well as old favorites. I wondered about calling this piece “Music, Friends and the meaning of
life according to Beans” or asking his top five most
important things in life. But it came down to what’s
really on his mind on a daily basis while he’s gigging, traveling and just getting on with life.
It’s a trip
living the life
of a traveling
musician—
But that’s
not all folks,
let’s hear it
from the
man. What’s
most important to
Beans? Can music change the world, probably not
but it’s a start- it opens doors to awareness and then
change can happen…For him, once that change did
happen he followed his calling
Back in 2008, when he was recognized by the International Rotarians organization for humanitarian
work, he received the Paul Harris Fellowship award.
It goes to international humanitarian efforts to those
who reach outside the box, go out in the field- and
get their hands dirty, to do something for those less
fortunate. At that time he realized he did have the
power to change lives through music and involvement in humanitarian efforts in Haiti.
As a campsite cowboy, Beans was a small space
entertainer and cut his “musical teeth” around the
campfires at the St. James campground right here on
Beaver Island in the 70’s. Early on he knew music
and words have the power to change things “but
people have to have an open spirit to receive it and
then do their part- take action.” When the great

wars had ended all these hippies came along
and said war doesn’t solve our problems- and
money became more important than life to
many…
To Beans, the meaning of success has nothing
to do with money (it helps, sure) but as we
know it’s really family, love and friends.
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if you’re ready for change it will happen. Most
people he knew were falling into the money
trap but he thought, what do you really need?
“Consider the lilies of the field, they toil not
neither do they spin, and yet I say unto you
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed as
one of these.” Luke 12:27. If you want a way
into people’s hearts, stay with the arts, if you
stay with it and realize you’ll never please
everybody, you can create from whatever your
talent is. If you hold on to your dream, and
you’re true to it, it will happen.”
When Beans was playing in the British Virgin Islands, he didn’t think anyone was paying
attention, until he received the Paul Harris
Fellowship award- related to the school he
founded there. Being on tour was not what he
really wanted, he wanted the soul food of entertaining- which is giving back. This brings us
to the work of writing his book “Hidden Treasure”

that he couldn’t finish be cause he was
“called”. Most memorable of all was when he
recently arrived at the school - hearing singing
as the children made an arch to welcome him
each child pinned, wearing their uniforms.
Continued on page 19
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HOGARTH’S THE CHAMPS

the 44th annual Bud McDonough Softball Tournament A highlight of the event was when
one of the teams providing food donated $250 to the Sports Booster Club at their hot dog
stand. The food concession benefitting Sports Boosters was pulled together last minute by
Deb Robert and volunteers from the Sports Booster Club. A special occasion was marked
by the Hydroseed Team that created t-shirts to honor the island’s loss of Edward Palmer.
The shirts read, “Is Everybody Happy?” and other versions are now available from Tara
Palmer.

More Stars came out at
PABI Starry Night Gala...Dark Sky Sanctuary
Committee Members, Pam
Grassmick and Anita Mauro. Looks like 9 & 10 TV,
Stephanie Adkins slipped
in as well to help raise
funds for PABI.

Top-Name Entertainment Acts Hit Beaver Island for the PABI Starry Night Gala, Homecoming Entertainment around town,
Circle M, Dalwhinnies and BeachComber
Zachariah Malachi, Jackson Frederick Smith at Gala.

Much Dancing ensued!

The Byrne Brothers, show here at Dalwhinnies
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Career Opportunity – Managing Director, Beaver Island Rural Health Center

•
•

•
•
•
•

A wonderful and unique opportunity to live, work and relax on beautiful Beaver Island in
Northern Michigan. Located near Petoskey and Traverse City, with air (daily) and ferry
(seasonal) service to and from Charlevoix. Considered by many to be one of the most beautiful
vacation spots in the Midwest.
Apply soon; this great opportunity may not last long.
The position:
• Managing Director of a modern and beautiful health clinic
• Responsible for providing strategic leadership and management of the Beaver Island Rural Health Center.
Works closely with the Health Center Team of physicians, clinicians, support personnel, and the Center’s Board of Directors to enhance the development, coordination, and implementation of programs, policies, and procedures.
Accountable for managing day-to-day operations of the Health Center consistent with the Center’s Mission and Values.
• Acts as the Spokesperson for the Beaver Island Rural Center in the community
• Excellent Compensation and Benefits package.
• Rural Site Qualifies for student loan repayment
• Regional working agreements with both Munson and McLaren.
The Community
A safe, friendly, small-town atmosphere on the largest inhabited island in the Great Lakes with a year-round population of
650 with a busy and fun summer tourist season.
Outdoor activities galore, including, hiking/biking/birding trails, boating, kayaking, canoeing, snowmobiling, world class
fishing, hunting, cross-country skiing, All Within Your Backyard!
• Drive to work in 5-15 minutes, with no traffic (and lots of wildlife!)
Family First Atmosphere, with three churches and an excellent, award winning, well-funded K-12 public school with small
teacher-student ratios, new building and strong community support
Retail amenities: several great hotels, restaurants, marinas, bakery, convenience & grocery store and nine-hole golf course
• A Dark Sky on thousands of acres of State Forest Lands and a chain of Islands to explore.
• Significant and fascinating historical sites (several museums and lighthouses, etc.)
Please see full position description and application information on the health center website: https://biruralhealth.org/
A cover letter and current resume with three professional references (including one from a medical/clinical setting) should
Kate Leese, Search Committee Chair

kleese@kineticscompany.com

be emailed to:

BIRHC Board of Directors

312-919-7386
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Just Another Day…Lonnie Allen

Picking blackberries
and show-off squirrels

Friday did not start out
like any other day for
me. This past weekend,
Kevin and I had planned
a hiking trip on the island. The trip was an
alternative to what we
discussed earlier in the spring. I wanted to do a
kayak trip around the island following the Beaver
Island Water Trail. The idea of kayaking and
camping is thrilling and adventurous.
I imagined us all geared up ready to go on a hot
August day. Launching out into Paradise Bay
across water smooth as glass, paddling away onto
Lake Michigan, to begin our journey around the
island. Pulling onto to shore to camp for the night,
sitting around a campfire, laughing, and enjoying
our time together. Like a pure Michigan advertisement, I can almost hear Tim Allen talking about it
now.
Well, when I finally remembered to ask the Happy
Paddle people about it, I learned Kayaking on the
Big Drink requires more skill than a somewhat
kayak novice like Kevin and I, who only kayaked
a few times in our life and not one of those times
were on the Great Lakes. It can get quite dangerous with the wind and waves out there, even if we
hugged the island coastline on our trip. And that is
where the idea of a small hike and overnight
camping trip came into fruition, though it did not
happen either due to our almost irreconcilable differences at the time.
Basically, we ended up doing a lot of talking,
swimming, fishing, along with a few days of a
little boodle here and there on the island. We ended up picking blackberries we came across during
our little drive. I also dealt with avoiding squirrels
that seemed to dash out in front of the vehicle and
race to the other side in an incredibly short distance between the car and squirrel itself, but none
got hit. The little animals all made it to the other
side of the road. I will never understand why
squirrels or chipmunks seem to pick the last minute, as a vehicle comes, to dash across the road.
Perhaps, there is a scientific reason on why?
Though, I prefer to let my own mind determine
this scenario. Bear with me folks because you
readers are about to get a glimpse into the outrageous imagination inside my head while observing
nature.
Imagine this, what if the squirrels are betting each
other in some sort of cross the road contest?
Something along the lines of car distance to proximately of squirrel to how fast they can go to reach
the other without getting run over. Wild right? Can
you see it? A group of squirrels, just hidden from
car sight all betting each other in squirrel squeaks,
barks, and grunts. I think in English it would go
something like this. “Hey Samuel, I bet you can’t
make it across the road if the car is almost 6 feet
away before you start you run.” “You want to bet
Silas,” Samuel said. “I bet I can dash out dash
back in and then dash across with the car only 3
feet from me.” I chose names that begin with S
because of squirrel begins with S. All the other
squirrel buddies throw in on the bet with acorns
and other foraged foods. It is funny, right? Well, I
am laughing about it. Just another day inside my
wild imagination. To elaborate more on the
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squirrel scenario, I see it play out sort of like the
animated movies like a Bug’s Life or the Secret
Life of Pets. I bet the chipmunks are in the game
too. The little creatures dashing out into the way
of our car more times than I can count.
Whatever the reason squirrel’s show-off? I prefer
to repeat my tale of Samuel and Silas with their
buddies Santiago, Steven, Sabastian, Sutton, and
Simon all yammering on about who is the fastest.
Or I suppose it could be that a few squirrels and
chipmunks played chicken with our car so I could
have something to laugh about while picking
blackberries and letting my imagination run wild.

~Lonnie Allen is the former editor of the
Charlevoix Courier.

Lonnie Allen and the Charlevoix County
Commission on Aging programs
Medicare Open Enrollment Assistance
From 11 a.m. to noon on September 14 at the
Beaver Island Community Center, BoehmTarrant & Associates, Inc. will present a Medicare 101 informational meeting. 1-2 p.m. September 14 at the same location a presentation on
D-SNP for those that have Medicare & Medicaid
will take place .
On November 12 and 13 At the Beaver Island
Community Center, the Tarrants will be on Beaver Island to assists clients with MedicareMedicaid open enrollment. The licensed and certified agents, who were here in 2020, will help
answer questions for the open enrollment period
for Medicare which begins on Oct. 15 and runs
through Dec. 7, 2020, for coverage that takes effect on January 1, 2021. The appointments will
give residents the opportunity to review their current Medicare coverage and a chance to compare
plan options. Those options include Part D prescription drug plans and lowering premium costs
in 2022. Veterans with VA benefits also can view
specific plans available to them. Seniors must
make an appointment by calling the Beaver Island Commission on Aging at 231-448-2124
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WWW.NORTHERNISLANDER.COM
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Bite of Beaver!
Island favorite the Bite of Beaver Island is back
this year. It will be Oct 2nd, Saturday from 12-3
at the Parish Hall. Check back soon for more
details.
Call: 231-448-2505

ELKS Burger or Pulled
Pork Night is
Every Month to Support the Beaver Island
Community and ELKS
Nationwide!
Contact : Pat Nugent
Gregg Fellowship
Hall
Great Food-Drive In
Crossword Solution on Page 18

PHOTO HISTORY TRIVIA!!

Who might this be on Beaver Island? Email
your guess to
islandnews@tds.net to be published as the
winner with the correct guess. In next
month’s NorthernIslander Newspaper!
Www.northern-islander.com 231-448-3046
islandnews@tds.net No one guessed last
month’s photo was Kitty McNamara, Karen
Wojan and Alice Belfy .

Volleyball & Soccer in
SEPTEMBER
Friday, September 10
Sunday, September 12

Saturday, September 11
8:30 am - 12:00 pm
Wednesday, September 15
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Friday, September 17 2021
Sunday, September 19
Friday, September 24 2021
Sunday, September 26 2021 All Day

The NorthernIslander Crossword Puzzle is Sponsored by the Beaver Island Elks Lodge

EGRETS: We Have a Few...seen on
Beaver Island 2017

September 2021
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Island Cars, Fudgelessness & The Three
B’s - A Visit to Beaver
Island

By Ken De Laat
"Well, I hope you understand, I just had to go back
to the island”- Leon Russell song I’m taking a guess many of you reading
this haven’t been there. Maybe you’ve thought
about it, maybe you heard someone talk about it,
maybe you read something about it...but haven’t
pulled the trigger and made the effort to get there.
I had always wondered about BI but until our son,
daughter in law and 3 of our grandchildren (have I
ever mentioned their high level of intelligence,
good looks and all around likeability?) moved
there about 4 years ago, we had never set foot
there.
Since then LSC Lil and I have landed on the Emerald Isle dozens of times. And each has been a
welcome respite from what Islanders call “The
Mainland” First of all it's not Mackinac Island.
And with apologies to the Somewhere in Timeloving visitors to the uber-popular little isle in
Lake Huron, the vibe on BI seems far more suited
to my personal tastes.
The downtown area has nary a fudge shop. If, like
many days, the gift store near the boat docks isn’t
open you can get t- shirts and BI bling at the hardware store. Ice cream can be scored at a little shop
near the boat docks, there’s a couple of bars (one
with eats), a community center to pick up info on
the island and it’s a half mile walk to the grocery
store and the coffee shop. Yes, THE grocery store
and THE coffee shop. No it’s not Mackinac.
And again, for those of us who prefer a genuine
slice of Up North living without the obligatory
tourist trappings it is a healthy helping of heaven.
This is a working island. While a gaggle or two of
tourists walk about exploring the area, the residents are going about their business. The action
downtown gets a boost whenever the ferry boat
arrives, dropping off regular visitors, summer residents, and curious first timers but generally there
is a steady, yet unhurried cadence to the island
scene.
There is a bit of magic to the largest of this Lake
Michigan archipelago that includes more than a
dozen islands. It ranks high in biological diversity
with Great Lakes dunes, marshes, bogs, fens, coniferous swamps, northern coniferous forests and
mixed hardwood forests. There are trails and pathways that allow for island exploration. There is a
rich and intriguing history that deserves a separate
article in itself, including a King whose namesake
is on a private lodge across from the yacht club.
Our favorite mornings begin with a 3 mile trek to
the lighthouse and back with a stopover on the
deck of Dalwhinnies where a varied menu, good
coffee and ample selection of enticing baked
goods provide a welcome reward to the pedestrian
efforts. The view makes it an easy linger and
while there you’ll see (and hear) a mixture of tourists and islanders, with the tourists talking about
the BI discoveries they’ve made and locals focused on the latest island news. The fishing guides
and their clients load up on the Deli’s sumptuous
sandwiches after their breakfast and before heading out on the water for the long (and hopefully
productive) day ahead.
We like the food and the atmosphere at the Shamrock located in the heart of ‘downtown’ They
have a pleasant outside seating area and

occasionally bring in music, always a bonus.
The Circle M, located on the way to one of the airports and abutting a large cemetery, is a must whenever we visit. The dining experience runs the gamut
from really good to exceptional on most occasions,
there is a more than adequate beer and wine selection and a number of intriguing cocktails are offered
as well. Beyond that there is Daddy Frank’s just a
short walk around the block from the boat and serving up ice cream treats along with burgers, hot dogs,
baskets, sandwiches and such.
Unless you’re planning on running over there in
your own boat or landing your personal aircraft
there are two ways of getting to BI. The ferry boat
and the planes. Initially Lil and I took the boat,
however the difference between a 2 hour ride across
Lake MI and a 20 minute flight over the waves
made Island Airways our preferred method of arrival and departure. Of course the boat drops you
downtown and the airports (2) are more than a bit of
a hike from anywhere so if you are flying over on a
whim you likely want to make arrangements to get
from landing strip to town. Side note: We have rarely traveled by air when not accompanied by one or
two dogs and each has been obviously well acquainted with air travel. Once there were 4 canines
aboard and the Golden Retriever apparently thought
he knew me as he proceed to put his chin on my
shoulder and stare at me for most of the jaunt across
water.
The island is home to some of the best birding opportunities to be found. N3 ‘Ask BirdGoober’ columnists Andrea and Terry Grabill accompany
Fremont middle schoolers to the island each spring
for field biology and geology experiences, a program that began in 1999.
Terry: “ Andrea and I have also had the pleasure of
being field guides to Beaver Island Birding Trail's
"Warblers on the. Water" festival for several years,
During the festivals, in addition to leading field
trips, we've also done presentations on "Getting
Started in Birding" and "Improving Your Birding
Skills".
“Beaver Island presents a unique opportunity for
birders to explore diverse habitats in a relatively
small area. The Beaver Island Birding Trail is designed to provide birders views of this diversity
and most are accessible without strenuous hiking.
On their website
www.beaverislandbirdingtrail.org/ 35 sites are
mapped with descriptions of likely species to
find.”
On one of our first soirees over from Charlevoix
via ferry boat Lil and I were accompanied by
droves of bikers. No not the motorized Harley riding type but those for whom the act of pedaling is
a pleasure.
And while the roads around the Island run short of
pavement rather quickly, the dirt roads stay fairly
smooth and easily navigable and the tree cover
allows for cycling on warm days with an abundance of shade. Solo riders, couples and groups of
a dozen or more can often be seen taking to the
routes around the island. Boodling is the third B.
and to truly embrace the island experience one
should not miss.
When not bunking with the grands we stay at the
Harbor View, a clean and friendly temp home with
kitchenettes that are perfect for any length of stay.
The friendliness and charm of Michelle who manages Harbor View makes the experience seamless.
They have an outdoor pool, and an epic view of
the harbor (hence the name one supposes).
There are a sprinkling of other places to stay including some vacation home rentals, and a couple
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grand cabinesque abode that easily accommodated her tribe of 14.
It was also her first time on BI and, like so many
others before her, she became captivated by the
place, vowing to return.
And therein lies the key to this mid lake gem that
Lil and I love. You either get it or you don’t. For
some, BI lacks the old ‘things to do’ if those
things involve tourist shops, well manicured historical sites, a bevy of eateries and fudge shops
to choose from and maybe even a bit of nightlife.
For others this place fits perfectly. It’s quiet, the
‘things to do’ are more likely to involve exploring the island via hiking or biking, communing
with its natural wonders, and taking advantage of
its bountiful beaches. It is indeed a place to peel
off a little stress, recalibrate one’s thoughts and
gain a little well needed perspective.
The mantra echoed by every first timer who falls
into the latter group is strikingly similar. You
can almost see it in the wistful look in their eyes
as they wait to board the boat back to Charlevoix.
“We’ll be back.”
“I wasn’t born on Beaver Island but I got here as
quick as I could”- Bumper sticker seen on an
‘island car’.

We provide in-home, non-medical
care for seniors, new moms and
post op recovery.
Services include: companion care,
transportation, in-home meal prep/
portioning, light housekeeping, and
up to 24/7 care.
Cheri Irmscher: Caregiver

231-448-2555
Cheri.friendsofthefamily@gmail.com
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Beaver Island Rural Health Center
Wellness Garden Benefit Tour Revue

Thanks to many organized helpers our covid- cancelled 2021
TOUR was revamped for August 10th, with limited seating,
and precautions taken. The cloudy day did not dampen our
spirits and everyone cooperated with the changes we made
from our usual tours. We visited 3 homes on Donegal Bay and
one at Indian Point.
Our first stop was the Bottle House, a 1970 house built by
Ruth and Ray Denny, now owned by Chris and Sue Screven.
The artistic touches that Ruth incorporated have been enhanced by the Screvens, including lovely roadside garden areas as well as a beach deck filled with flower and vegetable
containers. Our tour guests were invited inside for a quick
look at all the wonderful driftwood and shipwreck pieces.
Thank you Sue and Chris for allowing us to enter your unique
Beaver Island abode!
The Freeman's Place is noted for their colorful history of exchange of ownership. One time the lot was lost in a card
game, another time traded for a boat and a gun. Bill and
Janice built the main house in 1996, adding decking and a
garage/guest house. Their landscaping has slowly been completed over 5 years. Janice declared she would be happy to be
included on the Garden Tour this summer. Thank you both for
such a lovely tour of your special spot on the Bay!
We broke for lunch at the Port St. James Pavillion high on a
dune overlooking the archipelago. This simple screened eating area was transformed into a festive beach party by Thea
Mckiernan, Emily Ruddell, and Joan Callen, and 3 guests of
Thea's. Yellow tablecloths with beach bucket centerpieces, a
completely "dolled-up" cupcake stand with lemonade, and
iced tea, as well as whimsical yard art out in the open air area.
Tasty sandwiches from Bodega Culinary, as well as a presentation by Ed Leuck, dune botanist , and music by Chris
Screven, all highlighted the lunch program. Also, throughout
the day, unsuspecting guests were treated to a prize, given out
by Jan Paul from her yearly collection that she gathers for
this Event. What a fun , well-loved idea; thank you Jan!
The "Bird's Eye View ", the original Allen family cottage,
now owned by Thea and Kito, her parrot. The cottage built by
Henry Allen is the same footprint of others around the area,
built from a kit from the mainland in 1966. The hearth built of
stones that were collected by the Allen children is now outside in the back of the cottage. Thea put in 600 dune grass
plugs, and added whimsical spinners, art pieces and a few
high quality faux pots of flora that don't need watering! Great
job Thea. Your unique place reflects you. Thank you for sharing with us.
Last, we drove the winding trail to Indian Point and discovered the lovely serene setting of The Callen House. In 2002
the lot was purchased by Dennis and Joan, and after 3 years of
a builder's wait list, they finally got their dream place built.
The "jungle" was cleared of tree stumps, lake rocks brought in
to define paths, grass planted and meticulously babied by
Dennis, and perennials cared for by Joan. A rocky theme continues within their home . A rock wall in the bathroom contains various sized stones from beaches here and also Arranmore Island. Joan has fond memories of doing this project
with her mother. What a lovely piece of Paradise you two
have created for generations to come. Thank you both for
joining our Garden Tour Hosts this year.
Thank you to our hosts, our guests, our never-ending Wellness Garden team, Ed Leuck, and CMU for their vans and
drivers. We hope to see you next year!
Submitted by Leonor Jacobson and Jan Paul, with the aid of
Dana D'Andraia's Tour Guide pamphlet.

Subscriptions are Now $33.00 per year for
12 monthly issues. Subscribe online at
www.northern-islander.com
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Beware of phony payment scams

My friend Lucille called to boast about a good
deed she just performed. Lucille has always been
proud of her Good Samaritan persona. She believes in Karma, always pays it forward, and receives great joy in helping others in need. In this
case, she told a story about returning some lost
money. At first, I thought she was about to explain
how she had stumbled upon a lost purse in the grocery store parking lot. However, as soon as I
learned the anecdote involved technology, my interest level went up. When she described reading a
troubling text message about a mistake with a payment, my spider-senses really started tingling. And
when she said it was from someone she didn’t
know, she had my full attention.
It turns out, the mysterious text message detailed
how a payment had been made to her account in
error. The sender was trying to pay a restaurant
bill using a popular payment app and had mistakenly miss-typed the account number. The payment, for $78.00, had been sent to Lucille instead
of the restaurant by mistake. Could she please
send the money back? Lucille’s altruistic nature
kicked in and she was eager to help. She checked
her account balance on the app and indeed verified
she had an extra $78.00 that didn’t belong to her.
It appeared the inquiry was legit. She clicked a
few buttons and forwarded the amount to the account provided in the text message. Feeling gratified, she couldn’t wait to tell me about it, and also
show off her tech skills.
Not wanting to let the wind out of her sails, I
asked some gentle, yet probing questions. Did she
know the requestor? No. Did she recognize the
phone number of the requestor? No. Did she contact the restaurant for verification? No. Did she
contact the payment app customer support? No.
Did the request direct the money to be returned to
the original sender, or a different account? Different.
Red Flag! Red Flag! Red Flag! Red Flag! Red
Flag!
In this type of scam, a crook uses a stolen credit
card to send money to a payment card account of a
random, unlucky target. Then, they send a fake
text to the mark telling a story about a clumsy mistake paying the wrong account. They appeal to the
victim’s sense of integrity, hoping they will do the
right thing and return the money that doesn’t belong to them. It works a surprising number of
times. They depend on the intimate nature of text
messages, which seem more personal and immediate than an email. It’s also a bit harder to determine the sender of a text, and they usually contain
links that are harder to decipher than when contained in an email. Users of popular payment apps
like Venmo, Zelle, PayPal are frequent targets of
this type of swindle.
So, what’s the harm? She may have received
$78.00 under false pretenses, but she only gave
$78.00 to the crooks. Lucille is not out any money,
right? Unfortunately, in a very short time the credit card company is going to come looking for the
money. Chances are the original credit card holder
has discovered the fraudulent charge and notified
their bank. The bank will then notify the credit
card company, who will investigate the fraudulent
charge and demand the money be returned. Yes,
Lucille is on the hook for $78.00.
In this case, there was a good reason Lucille
would not know the sender, and the money was
legitimately in her account. What should she have
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The Charlevoix County Board of Commissioners met in the Charlevoix County Commissioners room on August 11, 2021, at 9:30
done? A prudent move would be to contact the
customer support agent for the payment app and a.m.
have them work with the restaurant or credit card Five Commissioners were present.
Commissioner Christensen was excused.
company to get the money back. This likely
Motion approved the agenda as amended.
would have quickly uncovered the scam and relieved Lucille of any obligation.
Motion approved the consent agenda as preLucille is less angry about $78.00 than she was
sented.
embarrassed about being conned. She has been
Motion approved Resolution #21-090, Apvigilant with email messages from strangers and prove County Expenditures.
regularly spots phishing and scam emails, but
Motion approved engineering contract for inshe is less sure about texts. She only started tex- spection of Deer Lake Dam.
ting recently because it’s the only way she can
Motion approved to proceed with potential
reach her grandkids. I reminded her that textNorwood
Township parcel sale.
based scams are increasing rapidly as more and
Motion approved to post sale of two Whiting
more Senior Citizens use apps on their
smartphones for online banking, social network- Park vehicles.
Motion approved Veterans Letter as presenting, restaurant reservations, medical prescriptions, delivery services, and even receiving piced. 3.2 Nays: Commissioner Draves and Comtures from the family. Cyber criminals realize
missioner Hankins.
this too, and will use fake texts with shortened,
Motion approved Resolution #21-091,
confusing links to try to trick people with enticCharlevoix County Northside Signage.
ing contest offers, romantic encounters, cheap
Motion approved Resolution #21-092, CDBG
prescription drugs, and package delivery probProgram Administration Agreement Renewal.
lems. You can now add to that list one of the
The meeting was adjourned to the call of the
newest cheats – the mistaken payment scam.
Chair at 11:02 a.m.
Chris Sorensen has been in the IT industry for
Complete copies of Board minutes can be
over 30 years and is currently a cyber-security
found on the County website,
specialist for a Fortune 10 company. In his
www.charlevoixcounty.org.
spare time, he enjoys helping family and friends
stay safe and secure on the internet with tips and Julia A. Drost, County Clerk
techniques delivered in a fun, nontechnical style.
Readers are welcomed to send questions to islandnews@tds.net

Songbird Garden Friends and family of Caitlin Boyle have begun work to establish a songbird
garden behind the library in her memory. If you would like to volunteer your time and skills,
please let us know at island.library@gmail.com, so we can put you in touch with the right people. If you would like to help support the work, or to assist in keeping the garden supplied
with bird seed and other supplies going forward, please consider donating! Checks may be
made out to BIDL (or Beaver Island District Library), and please be sure to include “Songbird”
in the memo line to ensure the funds are aside for that purpose.
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Beans, continued...They sang a song, and read a
letter thanking him for the opportunity to get an
education.
It was then he realized he had found his treasure,
and it wasn’t on the reefs, as he had anticipated,
but instead in the hearts of the people around it.
He Co-founded the school with a young Haitian
man- Jean Felix Joseph, whose dream was to bring
education to children not sponsored by a church
group. Islanders called it the miracle school.
It’s there because he feels he talked to the universe
and when it answered he was ready. “Nothing
happens just sitting and thinking about it, you have
to get out and make it happen- the universe is listening…”It’s amazing to think, all the stuff,
changes lived through, the school, the long path to
now started at the Township campground all those
years ago. It will be included in his book to be
released hopefully by Christmas. He’s been saying this for 47 years- But according to Beans what
with ADHD and dyslexia we’ll see.
Talking about the power to change things! One
night at a show when some folks were holding
letters up that spelled MAGIC, it occurred to him
that the power to change lives is also MAGIC=
Michael A. Gardener In Concert. (tongue in
cheek, of course!) People love to be entertained
and participation is golden.
His new album titled “The Calling” is a country
rock solo album, making the song “Full Circle” a
reality “Here we are again my friend the circle is
complete, it’s as though we never parted every
time we meet, somewhere in the good old days
this song will begin, changing with the seasons it
never has an end…”
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It started in Grand Haven
Michigan, and has come
full circle sine the new
album will be on vinyl.
Vinyl is where he started
moving on to 8track, cassette, to CD and now back
to vinyl. And looking at
the world from this perspective Beans said: “
Everyone is looking for
treasure, but they seem to
look outside themselves
when the greatest treasure
is within.” Materialism,
not so much.

Well, Beans will be busy
with his boat (there's always
something to do or fix!) He
is a firm believer in following your desire to go somewhere because if you go some thing is waiting for you there, and spontaneity is precious. Music is his
life and making people happy is where it’s at. If you’d like to help Beans change the world please go
to:www.goodsamaritanofhaiti.com and see what they're doing to help the under-privileged children of
Haiti get an education.

Beaver Island Dark Sky
Sanctuary
Attracts Adventure Traveller,
Kellee Lee Edwards

KellieSetGo! is the social media
home of Kellee Edwards, "One of
the Most Powerful Women In Travel" according to Conde' Nast, an
award-winning travel expert, journalist, and television host by land, air,
and sea. She is a licensed pilot, advanced open water scuba diver
and explorer. A pioneer in her approach to adventure travel made her
brand Kellee Set Go! become recognized by some of the biggest brands
in travel, including that of the biggest
TV network in this realm, The Travel
Channel. Kellee is the host
of Mysterious Islands, a series that
explores some of the most remote
islands of the 100,000 in the world,
that viewers most likely have never
heard of. She recently launched a
new podcast with Travel + Leisure
Magazine called "Let's Go Together" amplifying diversity and inclusion
in the travel and adventure space.
Kellee travelled to the Island to visit
the Sanctuary and tour the archipelago aboard the Resolute with Mike

Weede. Engaged by an agency on
behalf of Pure Michigan and sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, Kellee took a tour of the
Sanctuary with official contact,
Cynthia Johnson, dark Starman,
Bill Markey, Becca Foli, driver and
another star-gazer, Dan Kroeger.
Supporting the 2-year to gain Sanctuary status from the IDA, the tour
was also supported by the Beaver
Island Lodge, the NorthernIslander
and PABI. PABI gifted a hat,
sweatshirt and bag from their new
line of Beaver Swag at the community center and Harbour Bodega
provided an amazing “Boodle Basket” filled with delicious entrees
and beverages. Call 231-448-2950,
7 am-7pm to find out more about
Harbour Bodega.
Stay tuned to KellieSetGo!, and
Pure Michigan to see what Kellee
has to say about us!
www.kelleesetgo.com
Kelleesetgo on Instragram
This is exciting news as the Beaver Island Dark Sky Sanctuary application is officially up for review
and news about the certification
will come in October.
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Chamber Business Of the Month~ Greenwald Construction & B.C. & Inc.

